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US Army burns Fort Ord Vegetation to 
find unexploded Ordnance
Is Fort Ord going up in Smoke?
By James Thomas Green
The United Sates Army is conducting 
an ongoing program of controlled burns 
on Fort Ord and their primary objective 
is to remove vegetation to allow investi­
gation and removal of ordnance and 
explosives (OE) from sites suspected of 
containing unexploded ordnance.
After the fire, searchers with detectors 
will hunt for, flag, and remove any ord­
nance they find. If they burn out the




the meeting was 
only given to the 
administration and 
they didn’t pass it on 
to the students."
-Freda Burnstad
Student Voice is an organization 
started by the pioneers of CSUMB to 
represent the interests of the students 
in university affairs. As CSUMB’s offi­
cially recognized student government, 
Student Voice works to insure that the 
voices of the students are being heard 
and that they are properly informed.
The eleven student representatives 
elected to the Board of Directors of 
Student Voice organize activities for
underbrush, the “mag 
and flag” operation 
goes much more 
quickly and effectively. 
Since Fort Ord was 
founded in 1917, much 
of the area has been 
used for military train­
ing and many areas 
are still littered with 
unexploded shells.
The Army is planning 
to conduct prescribed 
burns of approximate­
ly 1700 acres on 18 to 
20 days through 
January 1999.
According to Lyle
Shurtleff, Spokesman for 
International Technology 
Corporation, the actual dates 
of the burns will depend on weather con­
ditions. Wind speed, direction and other 
factors will affect any decision to actual­
ly go ahead with a scheduled burn. The 
Army will notify the general public prior 
to conducting the burns via local organi­
zations including CSUMB 
administration.
Burning vegetation may have benefits 
for the local ecosystem, according to 
Diane K. Noda, Acting Field Supervisor
Student Voice Charges Into a 
New Year
both entertainment and 
awareness of the student 
body, as well as making 
decisions about how best to 
use campus-based fees to 
support student-based 
needs. Each of the mem­
bers is committed to 
providing positive leadership 
and promoting student par­
ticipation in the planning of 
CSUMB’s development. 
“Your level of involvement
ultimately determines the quality of 
your educational experience at this 
university,” commented Sarah Lerma, 
SV President.
Sarah and the rest of the Board wel­
come CSUMB’s students back from 
their summer adventures, or to cam­
pus for the first time. All students are 
invited and encouraged to attend 
meetings of Student Voice.
Last year’s burning lead to stricter regulations on controlled burning on Fort Ord property.
File Photo
of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service in an October 1997 document, 
“Maritime Chaparral, the vegetation type 
being burned for ordnance clearance, is 
a fire-adapted vegetation community. 
This community is in its healthiest state 
(i.e., supporting a diverse number of 
plant species with a variety of age class­
es) when it is subjected to periodic fires. 
Mechanical removal of maritime chapar­
ral would not have the same benefits for
Student Voice meetings will be held 
in the Meeting House of on the first and 
third Monday of each month, and in
“Get radical! 




Bldg. 18, rm.120 (the MLC) on the sec­
ond and fourth Mondays. All meetings 
are scheduled to begin at noon. The 
Student Voice office is located on the 
side of Bldg. 14 (the Bookstore), and 
visitors are always welcome! The tele­
phone number for the office is 
582-4067 Cont. on backpage
the vegetation and could actually be 
detrimental to the community and sensi­
tive plants.”
Noda further asserts, “Controlled burn­
ing is a more ecologically sensitive and 
potentially beneficial method for vegeta­
tion removal in the maritime chaparral, 
and the (Fish and Wildlife) Service 
strongly recommends that the Army 
continue to use this method.”
Sharon Anderson, CSUMB Assistant 






6-8 P.M. BLDG 44
• CSI-MONTEREY CHAPTER 
SPEAKER
Mr. Neil Hotelling, “The 
Preservation of Cannery Row” 
5-9 PM TARPY’S ROAD HOUSE 
25
• MOUNTAIN BIKE PLEASURE 
RIDE
1-4 PM MEET AT BLDG. 93
• INTRAMURAL SOFTBALL 
5-7 PM TBA
25-26
•SALINAS AIR SHOW 
Cont. on page 9
Sup
Student Voice members meet every Monday at noon.
Photo By: Lake Sachtleben
Welcome Back Issue
Otter Realm
CSUMB news and information
The Disappearance of 
Christina Williams
By Greg Riley
The evening of Friday, June 12, 
1998 was hell for Michael and Alice 
Williams whose 13-year-old daughter, 
Christina, was kidnapped from the 
Presidio of Monterey Annex on the for­
mer Army Base of Ford Ord near 
Seaside.
“It was the worst feeling in the 
world...you’re just desperate to get 
your daughter back...it’s indescrib­
able,” Michael Williams SR. said. 
Christina was routinely walking her 
dog, Greg, just before sunset but this 
time Greg returned home, but 
Christina didn’t. Her family knew 
something was wrong and after a brief 
search, they came up with nothing. 
The Williams notified the authorities 
and that is what lead to the national 
search for Christina.
According to police reports, a witness 
was jogging in the vicinity where 
Christina was last seen. The witness, 
a woman, said two male subjects
drove by, verbally 




a girl, who 
appeared scared 
and matched the 
description of 
Christina, in the 









“in a situation by 
yourself don’t 
trust anyone. If 
you do get caught 
in a situation 
escape in the first 
few seconds - the 
odds are better
than being put into a car.” It boils down 
to this, according to Williams, “the best 
thing to do is turn and run.”
The University Police Department 
(UPD) assisted in the search for 
Christina for a few days after the inci­
dent. The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) requested informa­
tion from the UPD on possible 
suspects. Students were not among 
the list of suspected perpetrators. In 
addition, the UPD lent manpower to 
check abandoned buildings on cam­
pus and vacant apartments.
This incident has heightened aware­
ness for child safety not only in the 
immediate area, but also on a national 
level. Sergeant Jay McTaggart of the 
UPD says there are several things stu­
dents can do to stay safe. Among the 
most important are:
• don’t walk alone; “buddy up”
• never get into a car in the first place;
you don’t have many options once you 
do
• learn self-defense
• walk paying attention to your sur­
roundings
• use assertive communication with 
would-be abductors
• use loud noise
• visible running in the middle of the 
road
Students who have children can do a 
few things to ensure their kids’ safety. 
Some tips include:
• educating children (don’t talk to 
strangers, etc.)
• supervise (or have someone you 
trust) when they are outside playing
• restrict where they are playing 
Williams advice would be, “on the one 
hand you want to shelter them, but you 
can’t do that because they will have a 
tough time adjusting once they turn 
eighteen or whatever and go out on 
their own.”
Sergeant McTaggart was pleased to 
say there have been no occurrences 
of abductions on campus. There have 
been a few reports of missing children 
for a little while due to miscommunica­
tion, but all of the children have been 
located within a brief time period. 
McTaggart says this case is similar to 
the after effects of an earthquake. 
After an earthquake people tend to 
want to be prepared for the next 
tremor. Similarly, people want to learn 
how to prevent their child from being 
kidnapped in the future. The best 
advice is to educate children and 
supervise them at all times.
“Students should be aware of their 
environment,” Chief Alex Kerekes of 
the Federal Police advised CSUMB 
students.
Kerekes pointed out that people who 
witness unusual activity, vehicles, or 
individuals for the area should contact 
police and let them investigate matters 
further. He notes that reporting infor­
mation doesn’t need to take hours, but 
it is important to let the authorities 
know so they can handle it appropri­
ately.
Kerekes stresses people need to help 
the police by using their “eyes and 
ears to serve as citizen policemen to
Left: A witness saw 
these two men in a car 
with a girl looking like 
Christina Williams in the 
back.
Right: The car identified 
by that same witness.
help one another.” Many times, 
according to the Chief, people may 
witness a crime occurring, but not noti­
fy law enforcement because it does 
not pertain to them or they think some­
one else will take care of it. Kerekes 
encourages people not to feel this way 
and to get involved. He echoes 
Sergeant McTaggart’s idea of using a 
“buddy system.” The Chief suggests 
would-be abductors seldom prey on 
those who aren’t alone.
This story quickly made national head­
lines. It also captured the attention of 
the Leeza daytime talk show. The pro­
ducers of the show approached the 
family and the taping took place at the 
show’s set in Los Angeles. Christina’s 
father, Michael; mother, Alice; sister, 
Jennifer; and brother, Michael plead­
ed with her abductors to let her go. 
The September 8th episode aired 
nationally. Michael Williams, Sr. 
thanked the community, nation, and 
world for their outpouring of support. 
Alice made a plea with Christina’s kid­
nappers, “...please let Christina 
go.. .she’s a wonderful kid.”
Support has been incredible from the 
community. One instance that stuck 
out is when a lady, who was moving 
out of the area, gave Alice a rosary 
that had been in her family for twenty- 
five years. The lady, who was not 
named, said the Williams family need­
ed it far more than she did. The Pope 
has blessed the rosary.
Famous celebrities have also been of 
assistance trying to help return 
Christina safely. Clint Eastwood, a for­
mer mayor of Carmel and actor, 
recorded a public service announce­
ment that has been airing nationwide. 
In addition, singer Mariah Carey has 
recorded a PSA with Christina’s sister 
encouraging all people to keep an eye 
out for the 13-year-old. Carey is 
among Christina’s favorite singers. 
The investigation is still underway and 
there is a $100,000 reward. If you 
have any information that might help 
lead to the whereabouts of Christina 
Williams or the suspects, you are 





Ask any Earth Systems Science & 
Policy (ESSP) professor, or any CSUMB 
professor for that matter, and they’ll tell 
you that working to obtain funding for 
their program is a time-consuming neces­
sity.
“Traditionally, a large percentage of 
research funding for the sciences in the 
CSU system comes from outside 
sources,” said Sara McClellan, ESSP pro­
gram system analyst.
Science programs need sizable, steady 
funding to produce quality learning expe­
riences, which include valuable hands-on 
training through current research. 
CSUMB’s ESSP faculty work long hours 
planning extraordinary and meaningful 
curricula, and to secure the funding need­
ed to shape ESSP into a strong and 
innovative science program. Here are 
some recent examples of grant awards:
Dr. Lars Pierce was recently awarded a 
grant jointly funded by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA.) The $700,000 
grant is one of the largest awarded to 
CSUMB to date. The study will create a 
computer-based tool, which will enable 
local communities to understand the 
effects that various land management 







Dr. Henrik Kibak was recently awarded 
a National Science Foundation grant for 
$535,000 to create a bilingual science cur­
riculum, which will focus on field studies 
of elephant seal behavior on Año Nuevo 
Island, just north of Santa Cruz. The cur­
riculum will be computer based, and 
made available on the worldwide web.
Dr. Rikk Kvitek was awarded a 
$250,348 National Science Foundation 
grant this year to investigate the influence 
of toxic algae on the distribution and ecol­
ogy of high level marine predators. 
Kvitek and a group of students recently 
returned from a research cruise in 
Southeast Alaska where they studied how 
algae in clams affected sea otter behavior.
Dr. Jack Paris received a $49,998 grant 
from the California Department of 
Conservation for the evaluation of NASA 
JPL GeoSAR and Topographic SAR data 
in Monterey County. GeoSAR and TOP- 
S AR refer to advanced radar systems used 
to map terrain elevation
ESSP students are deeply involved in 
these and many other externally funded 
research projects. This traditional type of 
research, combined with exceptional 
instruction and an evolving ‘earth sys­
tems’ and unique ‘policy’ focus, gives the 





Dr. Angie Ngoc Tran, the first CSUMB 
professor selected to receive a Fulbright 
Scholar award, will return to her birth place 
to be the first Fulbright scholar to go to 
Vietnam.
“I am very thrilled and honored to go back 
to my motherland, and serve as a bridge to 
enhance mutual understanding between the 
Americans and the Vietnamese people,” 
Tran said. “It is an honor to collaborate with 
my Vietnamese colleagues and students in 
order to engender long-term cooperative 
relationships between peoples in my two 
homes.”
Professor Tran’s field of study is Political 
Economy and Public Policy. She teaches a 
Senior Capstone class, a Capstone reading 
lab, and a course entitled “Global 
Dimension of Political Economy: 
Connections Between Americans and 
Pacific Rim Peoples” at CSUMB.
The J. William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship program is one the most 
respected educational exchange activities 
of the U.S. Government for more than 50 
years, with the principal purpose of increas­
ing mutual understanding between the 
people of the U.S and those of other coun­
tries. The Fulbright scholars, with their 
standards of excellence, become represen­
tatives of the American people abroad.
Tran is regarded as “one of the avant- 
gardes of the Fulbright Scholar program in 
post-war Vietnam,” according to a 
Fulbright Scholar Official.
Once Tran reaches her destination in 
January of 1999, she will teach at Hanoi 
National University - Social Sciences and 
Humanities University. She will teach both 
undergraduates and graduate students on
President Peter Smith’s Welcome
I’m happy to welcome 
everyone in the CSU 
Monterey Bay campus 
community back to cam­
pus, and on behalf of the 
faculty, the staff and 
administration of 
CSUMB, I want to 
extend a special wel­
come to all NEW 
students. We’re off to a 
typically fast and excel­
lent start and, if history 
holds true, the Fall 
semester will be over 
before we know it!
Our community con­
tinues to grow. This year, the student body 
at CSUMB has increased to 1950 students, 
compared to 1804 which is where we were 
one year ago. We have also welcomed 
some wonderful new faculty and increased 
course offerings as we build a bigger, and 
better, CSUMB.
The campus is physically growing too, 
and our hope is that new facilities will 
make CSUMB a more enriching and com­
international economics, globalization 
processes, research methodology, as well as 
facilitating faculty development work­
shops. She will collaborate with faculty 
from both the north and the south of 
Vietnam. Hanoi National University is the 
most prestigious and largest university in 
Vietnam and comprises many multi-disci­
plinary member universities in Vietnam.
Tran came to the U.S. at the age of 17 and 
later received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Management and Information Systems at 
California State University, Long Beach. 
She worked for Rockwell International for 
three years and decided to go back to grad­
uate school at University of Southern 
California full time where she received her 
Master’s of Arts degree in Developmental 
Economics. Tran remained at USC to com­
plete her interdisciplinary doctoral degree 
in political economy and wrote her disserta­
tion on “An Analysis of the Developmental 
State: the Case of Vietnamese Textile and 
Garment Industries.” Immediately after 
finishing her dissertation she was offered a 
teaching position at CSUMB.
plete campus for students. 
Work is underway on 6th 
Avenue to open the 
Pomeroy University 
Center and the new 
Theater (which will offer 
both cinema and stage 
presentations). The Black 
Box Cabaret (BBC) is 
now open; it’s a student- 
operated Pub & Coffee 
House, and its a great, 
much needed addition to 
the social and physical 
fabric of campus. I urge 
everyone to visit the 
BBC, and to keep reading
Otter Realm for more information about 
new campus buildings and programs.
Again, I think we’re off to a great and 
exciting start for Fall, and I hope you agree. 
I’ll look forward to meeting many of you as 
we live, learn, work and play here together. 
I’m very, very pleased that you have cho­
sen to be a part of the CSUMB community!
Photographers! Reporters! Copy Editors!!!!!
Read all about it!
Meetings are Thurs. at High Noon
Behind Bldg 17 (bldg 3721)
CSUMB NEWS
Welcome from the Editor
Our visions of the goals of California 
State University, Monterey Bay includes 
a model, pluralistic, academic communi­
ty where all learn and teach one another 
in an atmosphere of mutual respect and 
pursuit of excellence...
- CSUMB Vision Statement
Hello to all new and returning students, 
I am the new Editor-in-Chief of the Otter 
Realm and I am very excited to help serve 
the CSU Monterey Bay community as 
part of the news and information vehicle 
on campus.
I am a Human Communications major 
and this is my fifth semester as a CSUMB 
student. Before coming to CSUMB I was 
in the Americorps National Civilian 
Community Corps where I performed 
full time community work in the San 
Diego area.
I received my Associates Degree from 
Gavilan Community college in 1994. I 
was the sports editor for the campus 
newspaper, The Rambler. My main focus 
at Gavilan was on Title IX and gender 
equity in sports, which led to an article 
that I won first place in News Sports from 
the Journalism Association of 
Community Colleges.
The following year, I was hired to work 
as a sports reporter for the Gilroy 
Dispatch where I learned about working 
for a professional newspaper and also 
editing skills.
It has been a few years since I have 
been involved in Journalism, but the pas­
sion is still inside to follow the news on 
campus. Prior to this year, my focus at 
CSUMB has been as a participant in 
many activities around multiculturalism,
diversity and activism. I have been an 
active member of the Multicultural 
Cultural Club, attended conferences on 
Race and Ethnicity and have participated 
in a video focused on race issues within 
the CSUMB campus.
I came to this campus because of the 
Vision Statement and I still believe in it. I 
believe it is my responsibility to uphold 
the Vision Statement within the Otter 
Realm club and newspaper and to be an 
example for my staff and readers.
It is my goal this year to increase inves­
tigative stories throughout campus so 
students, faculty and staff feel they know 
what is happening on their campus and in 
their immediate community. I also hope 
to create an all-encompassing newspaper 
that includes the needs of everyone in our 
CSUMB community including but not 
limited to students, faculty and staff.
I am looking forward to facilitating, the 
great and energetic writers, photogra­
phers, and community collaborators on 
our staff. We have a Newspaper Writing 
class this year, which has increased the 
staff. Also, new this year is our Editorial 
Board, which will be creating Editorial 
Policies and Procedures that will help us 
run the paper more efficiently.
I would like to welcome students, fac­
ulty and staff to participate and 
contribute to the paper or to just submit 
ideas. Stop by our office in Bldg. 3712 
behind building 17 and talk to me about 
what your interest is and what you would 




“Controlled Burning” on Fort Ord
Driving down Inter-Garrison towards CSUMB housing there is a cloud of smoke 
in the distance to the left. At first sight it is quite alarming and almost looks like a nuclear 
explosion. It isn’t one of the nuclear mushroom clouds but to our dismay, it is a controlled 
bum put on by the United States Army.
The bums are meant to destroy vegetation so that unexploded ammunition can be 
removed. This sort of burning has outraged many For Ord inhabitants, including our 
CSUMB community, because of an incident last winter in which the fire got “out of hand” 
and more plant life than needed got burned. There was one positive development that came 
out of this tragedy; now there are much tighter restrictions and the army must also monitor 
the weather to see if it is safe to bum.
The burning raises speculation as to what toxins the Fort Ord and CSUMB communities 
might be breathing in. The Army claims that we are perfectly safe but many Fort Ord resi­
dents are enraged at the short notice that was given and some have even left Fort Ord for the 
time being. Apparently the burning is something we at CSUMB are going to have to accept 
gracefully, however this does not mean we have to stand by and allow it to happen if it is 
harming us.
It is our responsibility as educated adults to find out and educate ourselves on the harms 
this may be causing us without automatically jumping to conclusions. We should all value 
our education and at the same time utilize the critical thinking skills we have acquired to 
determine for ourselves if the burnings or anything else on this campus may be causing us 
bodily harm. It is our right as students to be informed and we have the right to be provided 
with a safe environment and to know in plenty of time when that environment may be at 
risk.
If you have any questions, personal or of 
the school, you may send them in confi­
dence to: dear_thea@monterey.edu or 
through first class by typing “dear thea.”
Dear Thea: Why is it that some people 
feel that the whole neighborhood wants to
hear their music?..... Signed: Tired of
Closing my Windows
Dear Tired of Closing my Windows: 
Those who go around purposely invading 
others space are selfish and/or immature. 
Many of them are also seeking some type 
of approval. If enough people hear their 
music, they feel they will be seen as cool, 
(their claim to fame). They are violating 
the law. Ask them politely to keep their 
music down and if it continues to happen, 
contact your Residential Assistant (RA).
Dear Thea: If you are a senior and you’re 
graduating and the classes you need to take 
have been canceled, what do you do? 
Signed: Confused Senior
Dear Confused Senior: Who ever told 
you that the school would actually let you 
graduate? You need to go and speak with 
your advisor and find out if there are cross
listed courses that you can take. You advi­
sor will be able to assist you in acquiring 
the classes you need to complete your 
graduation.
Dear Thea: My roommate keeps threat­
ening to kill herself. Should I take her 
seriously or is she just trying to get atten­
tion? Signed: Don’t Wanna Guess
Dear Don’t Wanna Guess: Please, please 
take your roommate seriously. If you are 
not sure of her intentions, you may suggest 
her going and speaking to one of the Peer 
Counselors on the campus. They will be 
able to access if she needs professional 
help. No, you don’t want to guess wrong 
and lose a friend.
Dear Thea: I think since I am living on 
my own, I should be able to drink. Don’t 
you think they should drop the legal drink­
ing age to 18? Signed: Handling my 
Booze Just Fine.
Dear Handling my Booze Just Fine: 
NO! I think the legal age of drinking 
should be raised to 25 years of age. Too 
many young people think they can “handle 








UP A GOOD BBQ!
MAGIK MARKER 98'
10% off a Relaxing 
Massage (Relief from back to 
school Stress!!!Exp. October 7,1998
Welcome Back
The Complete Back Store
Del Monte Center - 
Across from See's Candy 
(408) 858-0178
ESSP Students Conduct Summer Research at MBARI
by Mary Patyten
Every summer, the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) 
chooses 10 to 12 undergraduate and 
graduate students to serve 12-week 
internships, giving them the opportuni­
ty to pursue their specific interests in 
the marine environment and work with 
the Institute’s scientists and engi­
neers. MBARI receives applications 
for the internships from around the 
world. This summer, they selected two 
CSUMB ESSP students, Saundra 
Butcher and Randy Bucciarelli, to 
serve as summer interns.
Saundra Butcher, senior at CSUMB 
and a Department of Defense scholar, 
chose to research whether she could 
develop a DNA probe for the toxic 
algae which causes paralytic shellfish 
poisoning (PSP) in humans. With her 
mentor Chris Scholin, Saundra found 
two likely probes to identify 
Alexandrium catenella, the algae that 
cause PSP.
In her lab experiment, Saundra gradu­
ally narrowed down the number of 
likely probes, testing the final 7 possi­
bilities in solutions of varying salinity to 
find just the right concentration to 
cause only A. catenella to fluoresce 
under UV light. She and the scientists 
at MBARI were surprised to find that 
their most successful probe fluoresced
The LUTHERAN Churches Invite You!
Carmel Valley: St. Philip’s Lutheran Church (831)624-6765
8065 Carmel Valley Rd (4 m. east of Hwy 1) The Rev. Roy Blumhorst
9:00-Family Educaton Hour 10:00-Worship
Marina: Epiphany Church-Lutheran Episcopal (831) 384-6323
425 Carmel (corner of California St) Jon Perez, Chaplain
11:00-Worship
Monterey: Bethlehem Lutheran Church (831) 373-1523
800 Cass St (Between El Dorado and Hartnell) Pastor Arnold Steinbeck
8:00 & 10:30 Worship 9:15 Sunday School
Monterey: St. Timothy Lutheran Church (831) 375-2042
52 Soledad Drive The Rev. Elli Kimbauer, Psy.D.
8:30- Traditional Worship 10:00- Contemporary Praise Service
Salinas: Lutheran Church of the Good Sheperd (831) 424-5643
580 Larkin St. (East of Davis Rd) Pastor Wendell Brown
8:30 & 11:00-Worship 9:45 Sunday School
Salinas: Lutheran Church of Our Savior (831) 422-6352
1230 Luther Way (at Blanco Rd.) The Rev. James Sorenson
8:30- Informal 10:30- Traditional Worship 9:45 Sunday School
Salinas: St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church (831) 758-8427
72 E. San Joaquin (1 block east of S. Main) Herb Hoff, Pastor
8:00 & 10:30 - Worship w/Holy Communion 9:15-Christian Ed.
Seaside: Faith Lutheran Church (831)394-1312
1460 Hilby Ave. Anton Prange, Pastor and Campus Contact
9:15 - Sunday School and Bible Classes 10:30-Worship
at a much lower salinity than originally 
predicted by a sophisticated mathe­
matical formula. Development of a 
DNA probe for PSP makes it possible 
to determine if a specific region of 
water may become toxic, and provides 
a useful tool for determining how PSP 
algae spreads.
Randy Bucciarelli chose to address 
MBARI’s mission statement to “dis­
seminate data and information 
amongst the general scientific and 
educational communities” by develop­
ing a CD-ROM displaying Geographic
Information System (GIS) data of the 
Monterey Bay. Randy and his mentors 
Gerry Hatcher and Norm Maher con­
verted the data set to a format that 
makes it accessible to many different 
individuals and institutions. Randy’s 
work will give marine researchers and 
educational institutions the ability to 
access detailed information about the 
mapping work that MBARI has con­
ducted.
Randy said he loved his time at 
MBARI, “It gave students like myself 
an opportunity to see what it is like to 
work alongside established profes­
sionals in the top of their fields outside 
of the ‘classroom setting’. Not only 
that, but imagine being able to pick the 
ideal place you could possibly imagine 
working at. That to me was either an all 
expense paid research trip to the trop­
ics to study surfing or the chance to 
work a summer at MBARI. If I were to 
choose again I’d absolutely pick the
latter of the two.... Then again, I might
have to think twice about it - nah! My 
summer at MBARI was awesome!” 
The rigorous internships culminated in 
a seminar presentation in August. 
Saundra’s and Randy’s research 
papers can be accessed through 




Life Off Campus 
by Kirsten Maranda
Many CSUMB college students may 
wonder what there is to do outside the 
confines of campus, or how to spend 
that free time, if lucky enough to have 
any. Believe it or not, there is a world 
that lies beyond that persistent veil of 
fog.
As the gray mist rolls over the beach 
and topples its way onto Fort Ord, it’s 
hard to think of doing anything but curl­
ing up indoors. However glum those 
wet clouds may seem, have faith that 
the sun truly does shine.... It’s just that 
it’s usually somewhere else. Now is the 
time to go exploring.
On Tuesday afternoons, when it’s no 
longer the beginning of the week, and 
still too far from the end, it’s a great time 
to head outdoors for some well 
deserved stress relief. Each Tuesday 
the Farmer’s Market is held in down­
town Monterey. Alvarado Street, the 
main one-way road in downtown 
Monterey, is closed off starting at 3 PM.
All along Alvarado merchants and 
vendors display many goodies for sale. 
You can browse up and down to find 
everything from fresh fruit and incense, 
to plants and handmade pottery. One of 
the best features of this outdoor fair is 
the abundance of organic and home­
grown produce. Depending on the 
weather and the season, many perish­
able goodies can be purchased at 
reasonable prices. You can even make 
it a casual dinner out and sample some 
of the items from local restaurants.
However you chose to enjoy the fes­
tivities on the street, take a bag, take a 
friend, and enjoy a day outdoors. The 
Farmer’s Market is free, fun to experi­
ence, and a refreshing way to get your 
grocery shopping done. Don’t feel guilty 
for abandoning your highlighter for one 
evening. Get out and do something 
because you deserve it, and because 







part one of Kate’s Adventures in Alaska
by Kate Thomas
edited by Mary Patyten
From mid-July through mid-August of 
this year, ESSP student Kate Thomas took 
part in a scientific research cruise through 
the inside passage of Southeast Alaska, 
researching the feeding habits of Alaskan 
sea otters. For Kate, it was the trip of a life­
time. Their goal was to determine whether 
toxic algae stored in clam tissue altered the 
eating habits and distribution of the recov­
ering otter population. This is Part One of 
Kate’s journal, filled with her impressions 
and some of the challenges she faced dur­
ing her research in the Alaskan wilderness.
7-18-98 Travel Day
When the plane landed, I saw a moose! 
Next to the runway!
The drive to Seward was so incredibly 
beautiful. We stopped a couple of times to 
take pictures but I don’t think it will show 
the beauty.
Our research vessel, the Alpha Helix, is 
great - actually, a little scary at first. It has 
very small skinny stairs...the bedrooms 
and labs are bigger than expected, though. 
We got all the gear stowed; we leave 
tomorrow at 9 am for Glacier Bay. There 
are supposed to be tons of oreas, blue 
whales and humpback whales. Pictures, 
pictures, pictures!
I saw a mountain goat on the way to 
Seward. Also, got a behind the scenes tour 
of the new marine aquarium there, pretty 
cool - good research opportunities!
7-19-98 First Day at Sea
We left the dock at around 9 am after our 
safety meeting. Three or four people are 
seasick. Not me though (knock on wood!) 
Once we got under way I hooked up the 
computers. Of course they didn’t work, 
and the tech is not on the boat. We figured 
it out though - a wrong cable was being 
used. Then we had the rest of the day to do 
nothing. It takes 2 days to get to Glacier 
Bay. I sat up at the bow most of the day 
enjoying the view.
After dinner I worked with Rikk Kvitek, 
the principal investigator on the research 
cruise, on Geographic Information System 
(GIS) stuff. It took a good 2-3 hours to 
make it work, between the two of us we 
got it.
No shore in sight.... this is so cool!
Its 9 PM right now and it looks like its 
noon! I’ll be loading some software later, 
then try to get some sleep. They’re predict­
ing heavy winds and 12 foot swells. We’ll 
see. There are white caps now, but it does­
n’t feel bad. Hard to walk, though.
7-20-98 SeaSick
Slept all day, from 9 PM Sunday night 
until Tuesday morning. I did wake up and 
puke 3 times. Most of the crew was out. 
We were in 14 foot seas last I heard, and no 
land in sight. Actually, there’s been no 
land in sight for 30-40 hours. Kinda cool 
but NOT with bad weather!
7-21-98 Glacier Bay
Better today-1 actually ate dinner. I have 
had nothing since dinner on Sunday night. 
There’s still nothing much to do, so I 
downloaded some software. I am the spa­
tial analysis person for the cruise.
Finally got to calmer waters. The view is 
fabulous, but rainy. We had an orientation 
about bears and what to do if we encounter 
one. I wantJto take pictures, but its too
rainy out.
7-22-98 Rush Point / Glacier Bay 
As we waited on deck this morning to
take divers out in boats, we saw some 
breaching humpback whales! Then we
went out in three 
inflatable boats. The 
divers tested out 
their gear, and those 
of us who weren’t 
diving were taught 
to drive the boats 
and spot divers.
Afterwards, we 
returned to the 
Alpha Helix. 
Once on board, 
Rikk said “ Kate 
and Carrie! You’re 
with me. Be ready 
to leave in half an 
hour.” As the 
Alpha Helix was 
going to a new 
site, we would be 
taking the Zodiac 
inflatable to look 
for possible sites 
and sea otters. We 
saw an unbeliev­
able array of wild 
animals: hump­
back whales,
oreas (yea!) bald 
eagles, more 
humpback 
whales, oh yeah, 
some otters, har­
bor porpoises, and 
black bears. The 
whales were 
spouting every­
where! It felt so 
much like a dream 
to me. Anyway, 
we found otters at 
a place called 
Rush Point. We’ll 
be coming back to 
survey the otters 
tomorrow.
7-23-98 Rush 
Point I Glacier 
Bay
Left: Photo of Kate 
Thomas shucking 
clams and recording 
data.
Down: A map of 
Alaska
Today was the first day we actually 
observed sea otters. Carrie Bretz and I 
(being the experienced observers) were 
team leaders. We were in groups of four, 
and I was teamed with Mike Castleton, 
Sheilannie Maldonado and Elizabeth 
Ross. We went to “No Name Point” 
(named that by Rikk because... it has no 
official name!) Carrie and her team went 
to Rush Point, where two black bears were 
feeding on the beach. By the time Carrie 
and her team were picked up, the bears 
were on either side of them, closing in. 
Actually, the bears really didn’t pay much 
attention to them.
We had two black bears down the beach 
from us as well. They were not that close, 
but when you’re dropped off at a beach 
with no way to leave... well, you feel pret­
ty abandoned, let me tell you! Just at the 
high tide line, there is a section of grass as 
tall as me, and forest behind the grass. 
Who knows what could come out of that!!
We watched a very large raft of sea otters 
(about 50) that were about 200-300 meters 
off the point. It was very difficult to tell 
what they were eating, especially since I 
don’t know their prey very well. We 
watched from about 8:30 am until 
1:30 PM. There was about 45 min­
utes to 1 hour when no animals were 
feeding, which is pretty amazing 
considering the number of otters! 
During this time, a large humpback 
whale entertained us about 50 ft. off­
shore. I’m not kidding when I say 50 
ft.; he was so close! We could hear 
every breath, every breach, every tail 
slap. The dive team later found that
the whale was eating small fish schooling 
along the beach. It is too bad I can’t take 
pictures of everything, but after carrying 
all the sampling gear the last thing you 
want to do is lug around a camera! Really, 
I don’t have the time to take pictures, 
either!
After we returned to the Alpha Helix and 
ate lunch, the dive team got back and we 
recorded our samples. I measured sea 
urchins and clams, then shucked the 
clams, teaching everyone else how to 
shuck as well.
We had a treat later that evening. Captain 
Bill Rook called down to say that there 
was a pod of orcas off the bow, three of 
them. At first they were far away, but they 
soon surfaced right in front of us, maybe 
20 ft. away. I think 6 to 8 people on the 
boat all have that same picture! Talk about 
beautiful! It looked like a male, female and 
calf. We had to stop our pursuit of them 
because to follow them is against the law.
Dreams seem to come true every day 
here! When I went back to the lab my face 
must have been awestruck because Rikk 
looked at me and smiled, saying “I take it 
you saw the orcas!”
I think I could easily live here in the 
summer. The long days really aren’t a 
problem and you adapt pretty fast. We did­
n’t catch any king crab while in Glacier 
Bay...oh well!
We will be heading to Excursion Inlet 
and Porpoise Island tonight.
Don’t miss Part Two of Kate’s 
Adventures in Alaska in the next issue of 
the Otter Realm!




Students wishing to find a club on cam­
pus that is ideal to their liking have 
more than 30 to choose from. The 
clubs here on campus range from aca­
demics to sports to personal interest. 
Below is a short list of clubs and their 
descriptions.
The African Students United (ASU) 
desire to establish open communica­
tion with the community to assist in 
recruiting, career developing, mentor­
ing and promoting services for all 
African American and minority stu­
dents here on campus.
All in the Family (AITF) is the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Alliance 
(LGBTA). They welcome diverse life 
experiences and viewpoints and 
respect the confidentiality of members 
due to the sensitive nature of sexuality 
and gender identity issues.
BO$$ International stands for 
Business Organization for Student 
Success International. BO$$ tries to 
provide opportunities for the students 
of CSUMB through internships and 
service learning. They offer concrete 
experience with an on campus student 
run venue, the Black Box Cabaret.
The Disciples of Design is a student 
club that serves as a forum for students 
interested in design principles whether 
it be traditional art mediums such as 
paint, sculpture, etc. or digital. DoD 
has a goal to create an environment 
that will allow members to learn about 
design and use this knowledge in per­
sonal, academic and professional 
pursuits.
The electric eels (eA2) is a technology 
club open to anyone interested in net­
working with fellow students, and 
learning about current trends in 
telecommunications, multimedia, Web 
technologies, 3D graphics, VRML, and 
more. They meet the 1 st & 3rd Wed of 
every month in Bldg. 18, rm.160. For 
more info, e-mail dana_lookadoo- 
ilari@monterey.edu.
The Jewish Culture Club consists of
Photo By Kerri Conger
conservative Jews, Reformed Jews, 
as well as non Jews. This club is 
involved in educating the community 
about Jewish history and culture.
The Martial Arts Club will be kicking up 
something that you will surely want to 
be involved in. You may contact Leif 
Bright is you’re interested in this club 
at: bizdev@22cool.com
The Otter Baseball Club will scrim­
mage against the Lobos, Gavilan 
College and others. All of you are 
encouraged to root for the Otters! You 
can contact Arthur Morfin if you are 
interested in this club at: 
arthur_morfin @ monterey.edu.
The Otter Realm organization was 
formed to process and distribute infor­
mation relevant to the CSUMB 
community in the form of a quality 
newspaper. Striving for excellence, 
the organization will focus on integrity,
CALENDAR
23 - (6PM - 8PM) BLDG. 44 - CLUB 
TRAINING SESSION:PROGRAM- 
MING
6PM - WELNESS ANNEX - INTER­
NATIONAL MARTIAL ARTS AND 
SCIENCES CLUB MEETING
7PM- BLDG 86 B - MECHA CLUB 
MEETING
7:30 PM -SV CONFERENCE ROOM 
- OTTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
CLUB MEETING
24 -12 PM - BLDG 18/120 - ASSO­
CIATION FOR STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES MEETING
7PM - BLDG 84 F - DANCE TEAM 
MEETS
25 - (1PM - 4PM) BLDG. 93 -
accuracy, responsibility, and leader­
ship.
The Pacific Asian Student Union 
(PASU) is a club that wishes to cele­
brate the myriad cultures within the 
Pacific-Asian community. Their goal is 
to enlighten themselves and the outer 
community about the various little 
unknown Pacific-Asian cultures that 
are so often overlooked in American
Here Today, Ghana Tomorrow
By Troy Martin
On September 28 Amy Freitas, class of 
1998 CSUMB graduate, will leave for the 
tropical jungles of Ghana to begin a year of 
volunteer service as the first CSUMB 
alumnus to join the Peace Corps.
While in Ghana, Freitas will be using the 
Earth Systems Science and Policy (ESSP) 
degree she earned to work with local 
efforts in attempts at restoring the hurting 
rainforests of the country. Specifically, her 
time will be dedicated to turning this Peace 
Corps reforestation program over to the 
local government. “It’s how Peace Corps
Photo By Kerri Conger
society.
The Parents Club. The purpose of this 
club is to offer support to students who 
are also parents by providing social 
and educational opportunities for 
them. Anyone interested in becoming a 
member is asked to e-mail: 
jennifer_clayton @ monterey.edu. 
Students Hungry 4 C.H.A.N.G.E. 
(Community Hope Action Non-
MOUNTAIN BIKE PLEASURE RIDE
AFTERNOONS - BASEBALL COM­
PLEX - BASEBALL CLUB MEETS
26 - (9AM - 5PM) BLDG 18 - CRE- 




1PM ~ 6PM - GAMERS GUILD 
MEETS
27 - (10AM - 12:30PM) NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY MEETS
28 - 6 PM - BLDG 44 - ALL IN THE 
FAMILY CLUB MEETING
7PM - BLDG 44 - STUDENTS HUN­
GRY 4 CHANGE MEETING




Judgmental Communication Growth 
Education) The goal of this organiza­
tion is to provide an avenue for 
students to promote social and envi­
ronmental change through action and 
education on and off campus. For 
those interested in getting involved, 
contact Scott Johnson at scottjohn- 
son@monterey.edu or come to the 
meetings Monday nights at 7:00 P.M.
works” she explained to me.
This international program doesn’t just
randomly pick a country and work for 
environmental or social causes. The group 
only enters countries that ask for assis­
tance. The local government then decides 
what aid is needed and the Peace Corps 
develops a program that is able to address 
their concerns. The goal is to create a pro­
gram that will eventually fall under local 
governance. This is where Amy Freitas 
believes she will fit in. However, she did 
point out that exactly what role she will
Building 44.
Here is a brief list of other clubs here on 
campus:
A.S.L. Club, Board Riding Club, 
Climbing Club, Fencing Club, Fishing 
Club, Japan Club, M.E.Ch.A (El 
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de 
Aztlan), Multi-Cultural Club, Newman 
Catholic Community, Otter Christian 
Fellowship, Otter Lacrosse, Rugby 
Club, Running Club, S.A.F.E.S. 
(Service Available For Every Student), 
Sailing Club, Skateboarding, Soccer 
Club, Swim Club, Teachers of 
Tomorrow, Wrestling Club 
If there is a club listed which piques an 
interest, but there is no contact name, 
then you may call Joy Witthar or 
Jeanine Cowan in Student Activities at 
582-3329 for more information.
If there is an interest that is not men­
tioned above, call Student Activities 
and Career Development (SACD) and 
ask if such a club exists. If you are 
interested in starting your own club, 
then here are the steps:
• You must have at least seven stu­
dents with common interest to start a 
club.
• Come speak with SACD representa­
tive in building 44 to attain essential 
paperwork. There is a complete pack­
et called “New Student Organization 
Recognition Packet.”
• Complete a student interest petition 
and submit it to SACD. Other forms will 
need to be filled out and submitted 
such as, a constitution or purpose 
statement and registration card.
take is yet unknown.
When Freitas arrives in Ghana, she will
spend a short time in the capitol, Accra. 
From there, she will go through an inten­
sive three part training, first in language, 
then in culture, and finally in technology. 
During this arduous training experience, 
Freitas’ instructors will be assessing her 
skills in various areas to see how she can 
best serve the Ghanaian rainforests. She 
said she hopes to work with local children, 
teaching them the dangers of deforesta­
tion. In addition, she-said. she... wants to
 Cont. on pagel 5
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AIDS WALK:
Have fun making a difference
By Marisa Mercado
The upcoming AIDS Walk on 
October 10th will be a memorable 
day, not only for the participants, but 
also for the thousands of HIV infected 
men and women in Monterey County.
A five-kilometer parade of people 
will be walking with friends and neigh­
bors, preceded by registration and 
breakfast hospitality beginning at 
8:30 AM. Breakfast is followed with a 
welcome program and warm-up 
exercise. The walk actually begins at 
9:30 AM and ends with a celebration 
at 11:30 AM that includes music and 
more food!
Bill Lutz, of Monterey County AIDS 
Project (MCAP), points out that this is 
a great opportunity for students to do 
something that is easy and fun while 
being part of the community at large. 
Lutz, development director of MCAP, 
believes that students are a vital link 
in the Monterey community because 
of their “energy and commitment to 
change.”
Lutz welcomed students who have 
service learning classes to volunteer 
for MCAP, and said, “Service 
Learning has been a great asset to 
us. We have a wonderful working 
relationship, which brings AIDS 
awareness to the university.”
Even without Service Learning 
classes, anyone is welcome to volun­
teer some time to help out at MCAP, 
which is the only full-service 
HIV/AIDS agency in the county. 
MCAP also provides services that are
Otter Days IV Bites the Dust...
By Alison Geitner: Otter Days Volunteer Assistant Instructor
...Or does it? Coming from a lowly 
volunteer assistant instructor, I say 
that it went out with a bang.
Being one of the only free orienta­
tion programs of its kind, Otter Days 
is an experience all CSUMB fresh­
men should have. It eases one into 
the special kind of community we 
have tried to create. A lively medley 
of teambuilding, fun, and the great 
outdoors is what I would call the fin­
ished product.
Under the supervision of head hon­
cho Robert Alexander, the 50-plus 
staff of “pod leaders”, instructors, 
and assistant instructors arrived 
Monday, August 17, to prepare for 
the busload of participants arriving 
on Thursday. We got our own share 
of teambuilding, along with activity 
preparation and instruction. It was 
three days busily spent in Camp 
Chesbrough in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains.
When the incoming students
directed at our bilingual and bicultural 
community, including programs to 
educate farm workers. MCAP’s 
brochure explains that outreach pro­
grams are also specifically directed 
towards helping youth, women at- 
risk, intravenous drug users, the 
homeless, and men who have sex 
with men.
According to the TELLUS report, 
there are as many as 3,000 people 
infected with the HIV virus in 
Monterey County. That is twice the 
national average. AIDS is the num­
ber two cause of death in the county 
behind only “non -specific acci­
dents.”
There is some good news, howev­
er. Lutz said through working to 
provide services and compassion to 
those in need, HIV-infected citizens 
are now living longer with more 
emphasis on safety and health.
Service and outreach is part of a 
philosophy of “harm reduction,” Lutz 
explained, “It’s not our job to change 
or interfere in people’s lives. We’re 
there to provide psychosocial and 
material support to minimize harm, 
but they have to change their own 
lives. We build on a relationship of 
trust that encourages responsibility 
and a sense of self-worth, which you 
need to take care of yourself.”
In addition to improving quality of 
life for those living with HIV, MCAP 
works to prevent both the spread of 
AIDS and “AIDS-phobia” through 
advocacy and community education. 
The annual AIDS Walk is the most
arrived, many of them didn’t know 
what to expect. Some had heard 
stories of the radically different Pico 
Blanco site last year. Some things 
were to remain the same: the ropes 
course, the get-to-know-you 
games, the solo reflection time. 
And, of course, the evenings were 
planned for us spectacularly. 
Thursday night was kicked off with a 
specially presented drum circle 
around the campfire/amphitheater 
pit. For most students, it was a new 
and entirely different experience. 
Big drums, small drums, bells, 
shakers, and rattles all contributed 
to the noise that could be heard 
from one end of camp to the other. 
Addresses given by CSUMB 
President Peter Smith and Vice- 
President of Student Affairs Burt 
Rivas were the main attractions of 
Friday night. President Smith host­
ed a question-and-answer period, 
during which all the toughest ques­
tions students could muster were 
fired one by one at him. The high­
visible means of showing support and 
educating the larger community. As 
walkers raise funds from friends, fam­
ily, and neighbors, they are also 
raising the issue of AIDS awareness.
It is crucial to replace fear with a 
“social atmosphere that is protective 
and supportive for people infected 
with HIV,” Lutz said.
This is especially important in 
Monterey, an area filled with young 
people, because in the US, three 
people under the age of twenty-four 
are infected every hour of every day. 
Community awareness of facts like 
this is essential to control the spread 
of AIDS and HIV infection.
As friends talk to friends about a 
scary and uncomfortable subject like 
AIDS, it becomes less of a monster 
and more of a reality.
“A fundamental piece of awareness 
and prevention is care,” Lutz said. 
“People in the university are educat­
ed and have the ability to protect 
themselves and help other people.”
When we don’t understand what 
AIDS is about, we are more vulnera­
ble as a community to be endangered 
by its spread. As students, we can 
have a great impact on both the 
CSUMB and Monterey communities 
when we are present at local rallies, 
shows, and events like the AIDS 
Walk. A morning walk around 
Monterey can become the beginning 
of a compassionate bond with all the 
people in our community and a great 
experience in personal learning.
To find out more about MCAP and
light of the evening, though, was his 
requested mascot cheer, resurrect­
ed from President Smith’s Princeton 
days. It rivaled his poetry reading 
during question time last year. 
Student Voice presented several 
skits on Saturday evening. It 
brought an end to the nightly camp­
fire times and brought students 
“back to earth”- and to 
campus...getting school thoughts 
into the head.
Pods (large groups of students con­
sisting of several smaller “patrols”) 
had been rotating through the ropes 
course all weekend- the first begin­
ning on Thursday afternoon and the 
last on Sunday morning. This, with 
the combination of the trust-building 
activities, established close rela­
tionships between the pods and 
individual patrols. A unique CSUMB 
experience is that students will 
always, even at graduation, be able 
to recognize someone and say, 
“You were in my Otter Days group!”
FEATURES
15 things to do 
under $5
By Zeb Walters
Many of the staff and students alike at 
CSUMB, such as Laurel Hunter and Jimmy 
Liang, wonder, "What is there to do in 
Monterey that is fun and inexpensive?" 
Here’s fifteen perfect answers to fill your 
free time!
1. You can see the monarchs in their 
migration pattern in Pacific Grove in 
March. To find out more about this amazing 
sight, call the Pacific Grove Information 
line at (831)648-3100.
2. Go to the beach! There are many fun, 
beautiful beaches in the area. Marina Beach, 
at the end of Reservation Road, is the clos­
est. You should also check out Del Monte 
Beach in Seaside and Carmel Beach in 
Carmel.
3. The Farmer's Market is held in down­
town Monterey every Tuesday evening on 
Alvarado Street.
4. The Mucky Duck in Monterey is a great 
restaurant and bar that has a nice atmos­
phere, outdoor seating and decent prices 
(you can get a pint of your favorite draft 
beer for about$3.75). It’s located in down­
town Monterey on Alvarado St. (831) 
655-3031.
5. Take a walk on the Monterey Peninsula 
Recreation Trail, located near Fisherman’s 
Wharf. It’s a beautiful path that runs along 
the ocean and it’s free!
6. Watch your fellow CSUMB'ers play
■
letitive sports. You can Call WRSI at 
> ||l|g^ for more information and
7. Take a swim at the Patullo Swim Center 
in Seaside for only $1.00. Call the Wellness
8. Barker Theater constantly shows 
movies ^including&new releases, ^for a
Put on a^show aPcalirBBC11^?
at Natural Bridges State Beach in Santa
11. You can rent a movie. Hollywood 
Video, off Fremont St. in Seaside, has a
393at9093CtiOn aDd aff°rdable priceS’(83I)
12, Walk around and enjoy beautiful San 
Juan Bautista, located off of Highway 152,
known’ for their excellent, reasonably- 
priced food. They also have cheap Happy 
Hour prices. (831)375-7564.
14. Do you have a sweet tooth? The 
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory, locat­
ed on Cannery Row, has a wide selection of 
sweets to choose from.. (831) 372-1065.
15. Dennis the Menace Park in Monterey, 
around El Estero Lake, is an excellent place 
to relax, enjoy nature, and have a picnic. 
Carrie Andrews said, "It’s a great place to 
take your kids. The open park area is large 
and laid out so that you can watch your chil­
dren play from a distance."
These are just a few things to do that you 
can find nearby. Don’t be afraid to ask 
around. Many people who have been here 
for a while may have discovered a great 
place to dine or a cheap place to shop. As 
the saying goes, "Ask, and ye shall recepte 5'
Burningman proves to be an adventure
By Megan Wong
No rules, no laws, no spectators, and no 
holds barred fun were the only require­
ments at the annual festivities of 
Burningman that took place in the Black 
Rock desert of Nevada Labor Day week­
end.
About 14 years ago, a man named Larry 
Harvey built an 8 foot wooden structure in 
memory of a love affair gone bad. Twenty 
people showed up to this relatively small 
burning on Baker Beach in San Francisco. 
The small gathering was to pay homage to 
the girl that broke Harvey’s. Over the 
weekend, thousands of people came from 
all over in remembrance of this event.
Any pre-conceived notions that one may 
have had of
Bumingman were thrown out the window 
the second they drove through the main 
gates. Visitors were greeted by people who 
must have been in some sort of sleep 
deprived, induced state. Clothes and any 
other inhibitions of the sort were left at 
home as with any notion of remaining 
clean. The only thing 
one absolutely needed 
to survive Bumingman 
was an open mind and a 
lot of creativity.
Theme camps and 
naked bodies were 
prevalent and for the 
most part all encom­
passing. If you were to 
take a walk throughout 
the festival grounds, 
you would run into 
many different types of 
camps, such as The 
Mud Bath Camp, Toy 
Mahal and The 
Bondage Camp. 
Running water was 
scarce at Bumingman 
as well as anything else 
of a convenience. 
Consequently if you 
run out of toilet paper, 
you’re in big trouble, 
because there are no 7- 
1 l’s around. Although, an option would be 
to meander over to a neighboring camp 
and trade a few oranges for a roll.
"It definitely takes an adventurous per­
son to endure Bumingman", CSUMB 
graduate Daniel Bremenstuhl said, "You 
have to be OK with mud and rain".
The counter-culture at Bumingman may 
have come as quite a shock to an unsus­
pecting person. It is like nothing many 
people have ever seen or heard of and
could very easily be mistaken for the 
movie set of "Mad Max". It was pure, 
unadulterated hedonism (acting to obtain 
personal happiness), at its best, touched 
with a twist of community and outright 
friendliness.
The time spent at Burningman was 
preparation and build-up for the main and 
spectacular event of burning the Man. The 
Man was a wooded structure about 20 feet 
high, which was mounted on a sort of 
shrine with steps ascending up to his feet. 
On the final day, all camps and structures 
were at their best and everyone was 
dressed (or undressed) to impress.
The Burningman procession was one of 
the main events and consisted of some 50 
to 100 people in amazing costumes. The 
procession started off by parading from 
main camp to the Man that sat in the mid­
dle of the playa. By that time, everybody 
was exhausted but determined to make the 
last night the best.
As soon as the sun 
went down, everybody 
rallied in front of the 
man, most danced 
around a huge bonfire 
and waited for sacrifice.
The man suddenly burst 
into flames and explod­
ed. There were screams, 
shouts, singing, and 
dancing, all ten times as 
fast and loud as before.
After the man had been 
obliterated into a mil­
lion pieces the crowd 
dispersed and every­
body went to different 
camps and danced the 
night away.
Some people
don’t know what the significance of burn­
ing the Man was. One possible conclusion 
was that it can signify anything the indi­
vidual wanted it to be, like corporate 
America destroying the earth and the 
human’s connection to it.
Other students who attended, like 
CSUMB’s Events Coordinator Jonathan 
Edmonds, thought of it as signifying that 
"everything is temporary and nothing is 
permanent". Bremenstuhl believed it to be 
symbolic of "the destruction of society and 
creating something new".
Ian Sardegna-Stephens, a CSUMB stu­
dent, did not attend Burningman, 
described the burning of the Man as "rep­
resentative of all man’s fears and 
setbacks".
This story was the adventure off-campus 
of reporter, Megan Wong. If you have a 
great adventure or an exciting trip that 
you’d like to share in future issues, please 
contact the Otter Realm.
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• CREATIVE COLLABORATION:
  LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
  CONFERENCE
  9AM-5 PM MEETING HOUSE 
  Must register by September 23 
  30
  RALLY FOR YOUR ROOTS 
  12:00-2:00 PM MAIN QUAD 
  There will be a concert in the 
 evening at a campus location yet 
 undetermined. From 3:00 to 5:00 
 there will be a munchy mixer also at 
 a yet undetermined location.
 NPOs, community organizations,
 campus clubs, and individuals with 
 projects encompassing all areas of
social, environmental, and 
 community action will set up info 
 tables and interactivities in the quad 
 From 12:00-2:00 there will be
speakers in the quad including polit­
ical candidates and representatives 
from various projects.
.5:00 people will collect in the main 
quad once again with music 
instruments, signs, and your normal 
rally accessory to parade to the 
concert location. Entrance to the 
concert will be free with a donation 











ALCHOHOL AWARENESS WEEK 
7
M.A.D.D. presents FATAL VISION 
12-1 PM MAIN QUAD 
9






Could be seen by more
Than 4000 people 
Including the CSUMB 
Community 








Day Date Sport Competition Site Time
Fri. Sept. 25 Voll Menlo College CSUMB* 7:30
Sat. Sept. 26 Socc Simpson College CSUMB* 1:00
Sat. Sept. 26 Voll College of Notre Dame Away* 7:30
Sat. Sept. 26 XCtry UC Davis Aggie Invit. Away TBA
Sun. Sept. 27 Voll Pacific Union College CSUMB* 2:00
Tues. Sept. 29 Voll Simpson College CSUMB* 7:00
Wed. Sept. 30 Socc Pacific Union Away* 3:00
Fri. Oct. 2 XCtry Cal State, Monterey Bay CSUMB* TBA
Fri. Oct. 2 Voll UCSC CSUMB 7:00
Sat. Oct. 3 Voll Dominican College CSUMB* 7:30
Sat. Oct. 3 XCtry Stanford Away TBA
Sun. Oct. 4 Socc Dominican College Away* 12:00
Wed. Oct. 7 Socc Cal. St. Hayward Away* 3:00
Thu. Oct. 8 Voll Cal. St., Hayward CSUMB* 7:00
Fri. Oct. 9 XCtry Cal. St., Hayward Away* TBA
Sat. Oct. 10 Soccer Menlo College CSUMB* 3:00
Sat. Oct. 10 Voll Holy Names College Away * 7:30
Voll=Women’s Volleyball
Socc=Men’s Soccer
Xctry=Men’s & Women’s Cross Country
*= California Pacific Conference Competition
SOCCER TEAM STARTS 
A NEW SEASON
By Brian Rutherford
The Otters began conference play on the road last 
Wednesday with a strong 3-0 victory against Menlo 
College. Sweeper Paul Gamble and goalkeeper 
Andy Mccormick lead a strong Otter defense. 
Goafs by forwards Alex Zamora and Jose Perez 
proved to be the difference.
Saturday was the home opener for the Otters and it 
wasn't a pretty one. The score at the end of the first 
half was 4-0 in favor of the College of Notre Dame. 
Midway through the second half it was 6-0. A late 
goal by freshman forward Alex Zamora proved to be 
too littfe to late for the home team.
With a 1 -1 record the Otters are still in good position 
within their league. This week the Otters play Cal 
Maritime away and have another home game 
against Simpson College on Saturday.
I Mountains Mikes | 
I Pizza 
■ 266 Reservation Rd.
| Seacrest Plaza, Marina | 
I 883-2242 I
 Students, Staff & Faculty discounts 
Take out and free delivery!!!!!!!








Join Adam Carolla & Dr. Drew week nights at 10 pm for one of the most 
popular & unique call-in radio talk shows about love, Sex and Relationships.
103.9








Personal Growth and Counseling Center expands
By Caroline Musto
The Personal Growth and 
Counseling Center is committed to the 
development of the whole person: 
academically, personally, socially, 
spiritually, and physically.
They provide high quality crisis inter­
vention, consultation, educational
----------  POM Annex-----------
Outdoor Recreation Center
Recreational Classes/Trips/Tours
- Scuba - Surfing - Windsurfing - River Raffing - Hang Gliding - Backpacking
- Mountaineering - Biking - Orienteering
- Water Skiing - South Lake Tahoe - Reno - Las Vegas - Yosemite
- Kayaking - Fishing - Alpine/Cross Country Skiing
Rental Equipment
- Water Sports - Boats (Ocean & Lake) - Camping - Fishing - Skiing
- Scuba - Camping Trailers - Bikes - Rolleiblades - Vans
Discount Tickets
- All California Attractions - Local Special Events - Sporting Events
- Movies - Aquarium - Phone Cards - Adventures in Dining
- Cultural Events
Speciality Programs
- RV Storage - Rental Propertles in South Lake Tahoe - Charter Bus Service
Outdoor Recreation Center, Stilwell Community Center, Bldg. 4260 
___________ Presidio of Monterey Annex ______________
For more Information call 242-6155
outreach programs, support groups, 
and referrals all designed to help stu­
dents:
  Resolve personal problems that 
interfere with academic success
  Develop healthy relationships, 
develop personal growth & enhance 
individual potential
  Cope with and adjust to college life
and pressures
  Resolve life crises that threaten 
persistence in college
  Deal with problems stemming from 
personal life experiences, trauma and 
situational stress
  Learn skills to optimize decision­
making, problem-solving,
communicating, managing stress, &
resolving conflicts.
Their philosophy is to value the self- 
worth of each individual, respect and 
embrace human diversity, and provide 
services that aid the healthy behaviors 
necessary for success. The Personal 
Growth and Counseling Center is a 
warm and safe place to discuss what 
might be worrying students personally, 
academically or socially.
Information revealed to a counselor 
is confidential. It does not appear on 
any academic records. Confidentiality 
may however not be protected in 
cases of child abuse, suicide, homi­
cide and/or individuals who are 
gravely disabled and unable to care 
for themselves
Counseling is available, free of 
charge, for CSUMB students. No 
insurance is necessary. CSUMB has 
seven professionals dedicated to 
student’s positive mental health and 
well being. They are, Caroline 
Haskell, Gary Rodríguez, Nancy 
Stanley, Nadyne B. Katz, Mel Mason, 
Mary Lounsbury, and Lynn White 
Dickson. Each member of the staff is 
dedicated to providing students and 
their loved ones with the very best 
counseling. Each of them, whether a 
professionally trained counselor, 
social worker, educator or 
psychologist follow the professional 
ethics, laws, and guidelines that 
govern their respective disciplines. If 
they aren’t able to help directly, they 
can refer the students to people or 
agencies who can. The Personal 
Growth and Counseling Center works 
with many organizations in the 
community such as Lifesavers for 
Youth, A student staffed Peer 
Counseling Program, the YWCA, and 
Monterey Rape Crisis Center.
Hours of operation are 8:00am to 
5:00pm, Monday through Friday. The 
Personal Growth and Counseling cen­
ter can be reached at 582-3969. It is 
located in Building 99, in the West side 
of the Veteran Administration Building, 
inside the Campus Health Center, on 
Engineer Lane. To contact a peer 
counselor call 582-4850. Lifesavers 




HoursMon. 4-7 PM 









 Last seen: in the stands
at the CSUMB rugby 
game
Height: average (or not),
Wait: no!






Professor and Associate Director of the 
Earth Systems Science and Policy 
Department, supports this view of fire’s 
benefit to the ecosystem.
“Fires are important for the native 
plant species and help to give native 
plant species an advantage over inva­
sive non-native species,” Anderson 
said.
Local federally endangered plants 
include the Sand Gilia and the 
Monterey Spineflower, both of which 
also benefit from periodic burnings. 
Native plant species are essential for 
birds and animals for food and habitat 
 while non-native species often contain 
chemicals that native creatures cannot 
digest. Non-native annual grasses 
keep certain lizards and amphibians 
from running freely along the ground, so 
their predators have an easier time 
catching them or they cannot catch their 
prey. In addition, the seeds or 
pinecones of certain native plants 
require fire to germinate.
“From an ecological perspective,
Student Voice:
cont. from page one
Introducing:




Job Description: Chief Executive 
Officer and official representative of 
the associated student body. Serves 
as resource for entire SV Board of 
Directors, and oversees review 
process. Primary liaison with CSUMB 
administration; main point of contact 
for CSUMB students. Oversees 
Student Voice Executive Committee
Comments: “My main goal is to get 
as many students involved as possi­




Job Description: Facilitates all official 
meetings of Student Voice. 
Coordinates Student Voice meeting 
agendas. Serves on Student Voice 
Executive Committee. Performs 
duties and responsibilities as directed 
by President.
Comments: “ Get radical! Stand up! 
Do something! Have a voice!”
Name: Danny Belitski
Position: Financial Director
Job Description: Chief Financial 
Officer for the associated student 
body. Responsible for all financial 
accounting and business transactions. 
Serves on Student Voice Executive 
Committee.
Comments: “My goals for this year 
include incorporation of CSUMB’s stu­
dent government as a legally 
recognized independent organization 
run by the students, for the students. I 
also intend to research the develop­
ment of a functional Student Union, to 
create a comfortable place where stu­




Job Description: Works closely with
small, more frequent fires are better 
than humongous, infrequent fires,” 
Anderson said.
One example of fire’s effect on an 
ecosystem is the Yellowstone fire in the 
late 1980s. At the time, there had been 
no major fire in much of the park for 
many years. The underbrush of dead 
limbs, leaves and shrubs had built up to 
an unnaturally high level. Therefore, 
when a fire finally did get going, it 
became uncontrollable until the winter 
snows put out the last smoldering rem­
nants. Many thought that Yellowstone 
was destroyed, but now is enjoying a 
huge population bloom of animals like 
bison, elk, and moose. The fire cleared 
away the sun-blocking forests and left 
room for productive meadows to sprout, 
providing food and habitat to many 
species.
What, if any, are the risks from chemi­
cal byproducts of exploding ordnance? 
While the object of the fire is not to 
explode the ordnance during the burn­
ing there are often some detonations. 
One concern is that plants in the burn 
areas might have high concentrations 
of heavy metals, which then might be 
released when the vegetation burns.
Student Voice Board of Directors and 
CSUMB Ombuds to ensure that the 
rights of students are protected. 
Assists students encountering legal 
problems with either University 
authorities or fellow students. Serves 
on Student Voice Executive 
Committee.
Comments: “ I am a student first and 
foremost; I want any student to feel 
comfortable asking for my assis­
tance.”
Name: Melissa Ainsworth
Position: Public Relations Director
Job Description: Coordinates efforts 
to make Student Voice more visible 
and accessible. Organizes activities to 
increase awareness about student 
issues and concerns. Serves on 
Student Voice Executive Committee.
Comments: “There are so many 
things in the world that could be 
changed just by everyone being nice 
to the next person that they see. 
Getting involved doesn’t have to be a 
huge deal; it’s just about caring what 
happens to someone else.”
Name: Kelly Osborne
Position: Residential Life Senator
Job Description: Serves as liaison 
between students, the department of 
Residential Life, and F.O.A.M.-R.S. 
(Ford Ord Asset Management- 
Residential Services). Coordinates 
student involvement regarding issues 
of housing (rent increases, construc­
tion and planning, etc.).
Comments: “I want to thank every­
one who participated in the 
Residential Life Survey! I also want to 
encourage everyone to be a 
‘PeaceBuilder®’! The four principles 
are: praise others; seek wise people; 
right your wrongs; give up put downs. 




Senator/California State Student 
Association
(Technology Officer)
Job Description: Tracks, documents, 
and makes information available to 
students about all technology trends 
related to CSU system in general, and 
CSUMB in particular. Coordinates stu-
Representative
“Preliminary tests by the Monterey 
Bay Unified Air Pollution Control Board 
showed that the plants did not have 
high concentrations of lead or other 
heavy metals, so there won’t be extra 
release of metals when there is a burn,” 
Anderson stated. “My guess (no data) 
is that relatively little (explosive byprod­
ucts) are released during a fire (via 
accidental detonation) compared with 
all the explosive compounds released 
when the ranges were open.”
There are allegations that Fort Ord 
has been the site of past chemical 
weapons tests and that residue could 
pose a hazard in the burns. This was 
denied by Kevin Siemann, an environ­
mental scientist for the Fort Ord Army 
Directorate of Environmental and 
Natural Resources management. 
Siemann said he believes these allega­
tions stem from a recent discovery of 
vials of a diluted gas used to train and 
familiarize soldiers with the effects of 
gas exposure so that they would recog­
nize its effects on the battlefield. 
Siemann said that these chemicals are 
not considered to be chemical 
weapons. He asserted that there are 
no records that chemical weapons
dent input into policy regarding use of 
technology at CSUMB.
Comments: “I’m proud to say that 
I’ve been nominated to the 
Systemwide Internal Partnership and 
the Committee for Technology 
Infrastructure, both of which are posi­
tions appointed by the Chancellor’s 
office. This will give me, and CSUMB, 
input into decisions regarding policy 
governing the use of technology 
throughout the CSU system.”
Name: Merlyn Calderon
Position: Multi-cultural
Senator/California State Student 
Association Representative (Financial 
Aid Officer)
Job Description: Works to promote 
awareness and diversity in the 
CSUMB campus community. Serves 
as point of contact for all cultural clubs 
on campus.
Comments: “I am definitely honored, 
motivated and ready to do my very 
best as Senator, not only to work for 
students at CSUMB, but to represent 
our unique campus at the state-wide 
level. Get ready for the most awesome 
year at CSUMB ever!”
Name: Jon Edmonds
Position: Events Senator
Job Description: Coordinates stu­
dent activities through collaboration 
with organizations both on and off 
campus. Oversees Student Voice 
WorkGroup, providing technical and 
logistical support for all student 
events.
Comments: “I love to live; I live to 
explore. I let my heart show me the 
way. When I express, I teach. When I 
love, I learn. When I appreciate others 
for being themselves, I allow them to 
appreciate me. When I encourage 
what I disagree with, I find the courage 




Job Description: Promotes sustain­
able campus practices. Monitors 
environmental impact of CSUMB on 
the local eco-systems. Raises aware­
ness of environmental issues. Point of 
contact for environmental and campus 
planning. Coordinates student repre-
were ever used at Fort Ord.
“We’ve checked records going all the 
way back to World War One and we’ve 
found no evidence of chemical 
weapons use at Fort Ord,” Siemann 
said.
At an August 26,1998 public meeting, 
plans for the prescribed burn program 
were presented. Freeda Burnstad, a 
CSUMB student representative who 
attended the meeting, was disappoint­
ed with what she perceived as lack of 
communication between the Fort Ord 
organizations and the student body. 
She discovered the meeting was being 
held only at the last minute.
“I feel that we weren’t informed direct­
ly. The information about the meeting 
was only given to the administration 
and they didn’t pass it on to the stu­
dents.” Burnstad said.
She didn’t believe that the whole truth 
had yet been presented, “If there’s no 
risk, then they should prove it.”
Information and document archives 
relating to the Fort Ord cleanup, includ­
ing the Prescribed Burn Program, are 
available to the public at several loca­
tions including the CSUMB Library.
sentation on the Master Planning 
Committee, the Transportation 
Committee (TAPAG), and other cam­
pus planning committees.
Comments: “Respect for each other 
starts with respect for ourselves and 
our environment. There are many 
opportunities on this campus for stu­
dents to get involved with 
environmental issues. Please contact 
me if you are interested in participating 
in any way.”
Name: Freeda Alida Burnstad
Position: Academic Senator
Job Description: Organizes and 
chairs the Student Academic Senate, 
which fields student issues of an acad­
emic nature. Represents opinions and 
needs of students to Faculty Academic 
Senate.
Comments: “I refuse to let society 
convince our generation that we are 
apathetic and couldn’t actually change 
anything anyway. We are waking up to 
the state of our planet and social sys­
tems, and starting to understand that if 
we don’t do something about it then 






Job Description: Serves as 
Administrative Liaison to Student 
Voice. Attends all regularly scheduled 
Student Voice meetings and retreats, 
Works to develop collaborative strate­
gies. Advises CSUMB administration 
on key issues related to student lead­
ership and/or concerns. Responsible 
for assisting Student Voice in develop­
ment and administration of their 
budget.
Comments: “Here at CSUMB, we 
have opportunities to create our own 
future in a way that few other universi­
ties do. Participation and a positive 
attitude are the keys to success at this 
university, and my goal is to help the 
student body get involved in the cre­
ation of the future they choose that 
embraces diversity of mind, body and 
spirit.”
CSUMB NEWS cont...
